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What is the COVID-19 Antigen Test?
The BinaxNOW COVID-19 Ag Card is a type of an antigen test.
● Antigen tests are designed to detect proteins from the virus that
causes COVID-19 in respiratory specimens.
● The BinaxNOW™ COVID-19 Ag Card is intended for the
qualitative detection of nucleocapsid protein antigen from
SARS-CoV-2 in nasal swabs from individuals suspected of
COVID-19 within the first seven days of symptom onset.
● Antigen is generally detectable in nasal swabs during the acute
phase of infection.

What does NC DHSS require to participate?
●

CLIA (Clinical Laboratory Improvement Amendments) certificate of waiver or partner with an entity with a CLIA
certificate
○ OCS has re-submitted for a waiver that will cover the Antigen test
○ The specific test being used must be part of the waiver

●

Signed physician order
○

For testing or elect to use the statewide standing order

●

Maintain an adequate supply of PPE

●

Proper handling and disposing of medical waste

●

All testing staff complete training modules

●

Obtain parental/guardian consent
○

●

Prior to testing and notification of parents/guardians when testing has been performed

Ability to complete DHHS reporting requirements

What is NC DHSS’s antigen pilot program?
The pilot program began December 14th
● districts signed up in partnership with a local health official
● qualifying schools must have in-person classes
● qualifying schools must have a parental permission plan
● 3 million antigen tests will be available to school districts
● the program will expand statewide in January
● non-medical personnel can be trained to administer the test
● Abbott BinaxNOW antigen testing is for students and staff members that
develop COVID-19 like symptoms during the school day
● Testing is for students and staff in grades PK-12

What does OCS need to participate?
● Parent permission forms
○ Blanket or with each incident, student must also assent/consent
● Documentation training/implementation
○ Nurses use PowerSchool to perform legal documentation on students.
○ Nurses do not have a way to legally document on staff currently. This is a legal matter that must be resolved
prior to beginning testing.
○ If non-nurses test, what are the legal requirements?
● State reporting requirements
○ A data entry person may be needed to meet State program requirements. Reporting communicable disease is in
the law and must be done.
● Supplies of PPE, hand hygiene materials, and other possible items must be in adequate supply (will need to meet
storage and handling of testing material requirements and other possible CLIA Laboratory requirements for waived
testing)
● Persons conducting the testing must be trained and must follow waived testing requirements to ensure quality testing
● Additional nurses/qualified staff to conduct the testing may be needed

What are the pros and cons of antigen testing?
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●
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●

Chain Reaction).

●

●

●

What are the challenges?
● Not every school system will have the resources or training (including the CLIA certificate of waiver mentioned above)
to conduct school-based antigen testing.
● The benefits of school-based testing need to be weighed against the costs, and feasibility of such programs to both
schools and families.
○ Disposal resources for biohazard
○ Time management for nurses
○ FERPA/HIPAA
○ Staff leave
● Antigen tests usually provide results diagnosing an active SARS-CoV-2 infection faster than molecular tests, but
antigen tests have a higher chance of missing an active infection even in symptomatic individuals and
confirmatory molecular testing will always be recommended for Positive and Negative test results.
● Although antigen tests have not been authorized for use in asymptomatic individuals, FDA and Centers for Medicare
and Medicaid Services have allowed the use of these tests in situations where a rapid result is needed.
● Data entry to the state of test results would need to be submitted by OCS , requiring schools to learn the state system
for submission.

What are other considerations and implications?
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What is the district’s recommendation?
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❖
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➢

What does the Board need to decide?
Move forward or not with antigen testing?
➢ If no:
■ Refer students/staff to a contracted service?
■ Suspend district’s NC DHHS pilot testing application?

➢ If yes:
■ Symptom testing (free via NC DHHS) or random testing (will need to work with the local Health
Department) will need to meet all legal requirements
■ Mandatory or voluntary testing?
■ Approve funding for additional staff to support testing?
■ Approve funding for additional necessary PPE?
■ Waive/suspend contingency in order for K & 1 to access in-person learning on January 25th?

Questions & Feedback

