
 
 
OCS Board of Education Meeting Update 
Date: March 8, 2021 -  6:30 p.m. 
The intent of this communication is to provide OCS staff, families, and the community the 
highlights from OCS Board of Education’s monthly meetings and work sessions. This update is for 
the Board’s March 8, 2021 regular meeting.  This update is not the official minutes of the meeting. 
The official minutes from the work session can be accessed via Orange County Schools’ website 
at <link here>. 
Meeting Agenda 
Link to Presentation Slides 
Link to Meeting Recording 

 
Women’s History Month:   Women’s History Month is a celebration of women’s contributions 

including the often-overlooked contributions women have made to history, culture and society. 
Women’s History Month is observed annually in the month of March in the United States since 
1987. 
 

 

School Social Work Week:  School Social Workers play a vital role in schools, providing 

services to students, families, staff, and the school community. School Social workers invest their 
time, training, and expertise to remedy barriers to learning. They work with teachers, 
administrators, parents, and other educators to provide coordinated interventions and 
consultation designed to keep students in school and offer hope. OCS celebrates 12 School 
Social Workers this week! 

https://www.orangecountyfirst.com/domain/38
https://www.orangecountyfirst.com/domain/38
https://simbli.eboardsolutions.com/SB_Meetings/ViewMeeting.aspx?S=680&MID=8760
https://www.orangecountyfirst.com/cms/lib/NC50000429/Centricity/Domain/4/FINAL%20DRAFT--March%208%20BOE%20Presentation%201.pdf
https://youtu.be/fhNxfK0xOFQ


 

 
National Reading Month: National Reading Month encourages students to read for pleasure. 

Studies have shown that reading for pleasure makes a HUGE difference in a child’s educational 
performance. Those who read for fun on a regular basis tend to perform better on reading 
assessments and also develop a broader vocabulary, increased general knowledge, and a better 
understanding of other cultures. Reading stimulates the imagination and expands students’ 
understanding of the world. 
 

 

 

Equity 
The March 8 meeting involved a laser-like focus on three of the Board’s 15 Equity Resolution 
ACTION ITEMS. (See slide deck, Slides 9 and 10). 
 
The three focus areas for Monday were: Action Items 4, 8 and 11. 

4: Ensure that the district creates a yearly equity plan. 
8: Begin a full equity review of district resource allocation. 
11: Review the names of buildings in our district to examine their origin and compliance 
with Policy 1030. 
 



Dr. Dena Keeling, Chief Equity Officer presented the four pillars of the OCS Equity Framework, 
and gave the board a brief overview of the status of each of the 15 action items. 
 

EQUITY / Equity and Finance Assessment Presentation: Board Chair Hillary 

MacKenzie emphasized the Board’s Equity Resolution and Policy 1030 for Equity in Education as 
a precursor to subsequent presentations from Dr. Roger Cleveland & Dr. Tom Shelton.  Cleveland 
and Shelton are proposing a full equity review of district resource allocation via an Equity and 
Finance Assessment audit. The pair gave a high level overview of the process from start to finish, 
which included a list of deliverables and a promise of next steps to ensure the continuity of 
progress, once the initial audit is complete. The Board tabled the vote on whether to proceed, 
but plan to add it to the consent agenda for the next meeting, provided more detail is offered in 
the contract, and examples of the deliverables are shared with the board and administration. 
 

 
 

Renaming Process: The Board gave a nod of approval to the details in the school renaming 

process, which was presented by OCS Superintendent Dr. Monique Felder. Stay tuned for more 
communication about the process to rename Cameron Park Elementary School and C.W. 
Stanford Middle School. 
 

 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/177uugfN01V9IMV4343pk8jMLIcl_Dusw5j7QoPbm5SA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/177uugfN01V9IMV4343pk8jMLIcl_Dusw5j7QoPbm5SA/edit?usp=sharing


 
Plan B Updates: 
 
VIDEO: OCS Grades 2-12 Orientation (Plan B Update) 
Thoughts and feelings on being back in school... 
 

Summer Program:  (Presentation begins at 3:36:21)  

Deputy Superintendent Dr. Kathleen Dawson gave an overview of the OCS Summer Program, 
which is in line with state requirements set forth by the Governor and NCDPI. Summer Learning 
will be in-person for K-8 and will be required for all at-risk students. The summer program will be 
AVAILABLE for all students and will include an enrichment component at every level. The length 
of the day will be from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Two sessions will be broken up with a one-week break for 
students and staff during the summer. Virtual options will be available, and the “traditional” credit 
recovery program for high schoolers will continue to be a program that does not require students 
to attend in person. 
 

 
 

https://youtu.be/AQLpSLs44fg
https://youtu.be/fhNxfK0xOFQ?t=11956
https://youtu.be/fhNxfK0xOFQ?t=11956

